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introduced my finger thro' the wound into the cavity 
of the thorax, but found no adhefion of the lungs. 
From whence I am inclined to conjecture, that this 
abfcefs was originally formed in the cellular mem- 
brane of the pleura, which had at length made its 
way into the cavity. 

What feems to corroborate this conjecture, is, that 
the violent fymptoms, which happen 'd upon lying 
on the found lide, or upon fitting upright, did not 
occur till within a week before his application to me. 

From the moment the matter was difcharged, he 
found immediate eafe, his refpiration became quiet ; 
his fever and cough gradually abated, till in about 
fix weeks he became perfe&ly well in all 'refpects, 
and was accordingly difmifs'd the hofpital. 

The difcharge from the wound continued in con- 
fiderable quantities for the firft fortnight j during 
which time the wound was kept properly open with 
tents : but when the difcharge was no more than 
what might be expected from any fuperficial wound 
of the fame fize, all tents were difufed, and fuper- 
ficial applications only made ufe of. 



LXVII. An Account of the Eruption of Mount 
Vefuvius in Oct. 175 1, in a Letter to Sir 
Matthew Fetherfton-Haugh, Bart. F.R.S. 
written at Naples Jan. 15, 1752, N. S. 

Read Mar. i^^TF^HAT^ which has taken up our at- 

l 7S*- J^ tention, and aftonifh'd Us moft, is 

the eruption of Mount Vefuvius. As it was a fur- 

prifing prodigy of nature, I mall, for your amufement, 

.Fff fill 
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fill up the remainder of this paper with what I fe- 
mark'd, and was informed of relative to it. 

, I was feveral times to fee it. The inhabitants 
round the foot of the mountain told us, that they 
felt feveral lhocks of an earthquake a day or two 
before the eruption ; as alfo feveral loud reports in 
different places of the mountain* like the firing of 
cannon, but louder. The top of it fmoak'd much 
more than ufual, and was mix'd with ftreams of 
flame. The bottom of the great crater, which was 
before an indurated fcurf of bitumen and fulphur, is 
now full of large rents or openings, cover'd over 
with fai armoniac, nitre, and fulphur. The little 
mountain, from whence, before this eruption, the 
fmoke and flame iflued, and which was within the 
great crater, is now intirely funk down, and a hor- 
rible fiery gulph appears where it flood. We could 
not approach it fo near as to look down, being pre- 
vented by the fmoke and fiery matter which it threw 
out inceflantly. The concreted fcurf at the bottom 
was liquefied and boiling in feveral places ; particu- 
larly from the fiery gulph to that part of the fide of 
the mountain, whence the eruption broke out, a canal 
was funk down, in breadth fome feet. 

On the 1$ of October, in a place call'd Atrio del 
Cavallo, on the eaft fide of the mountain, a fiery 
fluid, like melted glafs in a furnace, burft out, or 
rather feemed to boil over, which ran down the de- 
clivity of the mountain with great velocity and force, 
carrying along with it large ftones, gravel, calcin'd 
earth, &c. In fix hours time it ran four miles, and 
cover'd vafl: traces of fine land j deftroy'd many farm- 
houfes, villa's, and vineyards. It is computed to 

have 
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have done damage to the value of at leaft do,ooo 
ducats. The reafon, why it does fo much mifchief, 
is, that it fpreads itfelf, where the ground is plain, 
and covers in fome places above an acre in breadth : 
But where there is a hollow ground, it forms a cur- 
rent river, making banks of its own fubflance, by 
cooling and hardening towards the edges ; and when 
this current happen d to be oppofed by a riling ground, 
(the high banks of the cooling lava preventing its 
pafiage on either fide) it formed high mountains of 
lava of fo or 60 feet ; till at laft, by the weight and 
force of the red-hot river flowing inceflantly from 
the Bocca above, it burft out from under this new 
hill, and forming a fecond fiery river, proceeded 
down the country, deftroying all where it came! 

It would affect you to fee the poor inhabitants 
crying, and lamenting their irreparable lofies * and it 
was mocking to fee trees, and vines loaded with 
fruit, floating upon this river of fire. And, to our 
great aftoniihment, tho' we plainly faw the fluidity 
and rapid current of this matter, yet was it fo im- 
penetrable, that no weighty body would fink in it ; 
nor did a {harp heavy iron inftrument, thrown at it 
with great force, make the leaft imprefiion on it, 
but, remaining on it a few minutes, it became red- 
hot like the lava. Nor could the pious proceffion 
and liquefaction of St. Januarius's blood upon the fpot 
put a flop to the deftru&ive inundation j for it has 
run thefe two months pair, and runs a little as yet. 
The whole is fuch a ftupendous prodigy of nature, 
as muft puzzle the wifeft philofophers to account 
for. Why does this fubterraneous caldron boil over 
only at certain periods of time ? And whence is it 
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fupplied with combuftible pabulum for many hun- 
dreds or thousands of years ? 



LXVIII. An Account of an Hydrophoby, by 
Thomas Wilbraham, LLD. R R/S. 

Kead April 9,/AK Sunday March 29, if ft, Ifaac 
>75 2 - \^/ Cranfield, a waterman about 30 
years of age, was received into the infirmary in Weft- 
minfter, with an hydrophobia upon him* He had 
been that morning with Mr. Heathfield, one of the 
furgeons to that infirmary, for advice j who being 
inform'd of that remarkable fymptom, afk'd him, if 
he had not been lately bitten by a dog ? He anfwer'd, 
no. But his wife, who was with him, put him in 
mind, that he had received a wound from a dog about 
nine months before. This he prefently recollected j 
and faid, it was a ftrange dog he met with at a pub- 
lic-houfe, that, as he was going to ftroak him, gave 
him a little bite in the hand. 

The fame day, about one o' clock, Dr. Coxe, 
Dr. Watfon, and myfelf, who are join' d in the care 
of the above-mention'd infirmary, met together there 
to confult upon his cafe. When he came to be ex- 
amin'd, he repeated to us the manner of his being 
bitten, as juft mentioned ; and faid further, that he 
no fooner found himfelf hurt, but he gave the dog 
fuch a blow with a poker, as laid him dead upon the 

fpot. 

The wound, being flight, foon heal'd up, and he 

thought no more of it 5 and he enjoy'd good health 

& till 



